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had ever fallen to his lot, although he had been in
Parliament for fifteen years, and that that office was
none other than the Chancellorship of the Exchequer,
coupled with the leadership of the House of Commons.
To Stanley we must now turn our attention, and he
was undoubtedly one of the most interesting men of
the century—a man who, if he had not been cursed by
high rank and excessive wealth, might have made an
enduring name and have conferred permanent benefit
upon his country. As it was, his lack of system and
seriousness, coupled with the dissipation of his interests
and energies over many fields of culture arid of sport,
rendered him a hopeless amateur in politics, a mere
meddler and muddler, the chief result of whose long
continuance in public life was to block the path of his
great lieutenant, Disraeli, to independent power.
Edward Stanley, eldest son of the Lord Stanley who
in 1834 became thirteenth Earl of Derby, was born in
1799 and elected a Member of Parliament in 1820. He
was then and till 1834 an advanced Whig, who sup-
ported with marked ability such measures as Catholic
Emancipation, Parliamentary reform, and the abolition
of slavery. He showed peculiar skill in controversy,
and his fiery replies to his antagonists in the House of
Commons won for him the nickname of " the Rupert
of debate." In Grey's Ministry, 1830, he held the post
of Chief Secretary for Ireland, and in this post his stern
enforcement of law and order, and his fierce oratorical
bouts with Daniel O'Connell, gave the first indications
of his nascent Conservatism. He finally broke with the
Whigs in 1834 over their proposal to use the surplus
revenues of the Protestant Church of Ireland for secular
purposes.
For seven years (1834-41) he remained a free-lance in
politics, at the head of a small third party, which came
to be known—after an epithet in Canning's Loves of
the Triangles—as the "Derby Dillies." More and
more he and his little company, who were capable of

